THE ADVANTAGES OF

POLISHED CONCRETE

Because polishing is a multi-step process, customers can choose the level of sheen from satin to
high-gloss that meets their maintenance and oesthetic requirements. This versatility makes
polished concrete an ideal flooring material for a variety of applications.

S5CHOOLS & UNIVERSITIES
HOSPITALS & MEDICAL FACILITIES
WAREHOUSES & MANUFACTURING
RETAIL STORES

HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS
OFFICE BUILDINGS

AUTO SHOWROOMS

Ease of maintenance is the key reason many public and
private facilities are opting for polished concrete. Not
only are polished floors easy to clean, requiring anly
occasional damp mopping, they hold up well to heavy
mahinery and foot trafhc. They also eliminate the need
for labor intensive waxes or coatings as well as the
assoclated time, and expense to apply them. What's
mone, the glossy surface resists the marks of scuffs,
scratches, tires and staining from cil and chemical spills.

The high light reflectivity of polished concrete is another
important benefit, especially for scheals, office build-
ings, hatels, restaurants, and ather ptﬂlic facilities that
weant to project a bright, clean, professional image. Some
customers simply want a look that's unique. Palishing
can give concrete a higher degree of shire similar to
polished marbkde or granite that can be achieved with a
high-ghoss coating. This makes polished concrete a
particularly gocd altemative for businesses that cant
afford marble or granite floors bat also want the same
Brilliant, mirror-like findsh. 1t's also possible to produce a
terrazzo look by grinding through the top few millime-
ters of the concrete surface to expose the aggregate,
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* A concrete floor reduces the environmental impact that
new construction or demolition would genegate. That

makes it friendly to the anviranment.

reduce heating and

hing process, mechanically and chemically, mini-
asuUre to hazardous components and environ-
mental pollution both during construction and in the

future.

= Polished concrete s a LEED Certified Floor, in part dua to its

comparatively low carbo ofprint.
» The exceptional duraBiliti™ ot your floor means no demolition

ar disposal issuesthatieomes with maintenance or replacement
af VCT, Tile or Terrazzo.

« Palished Cancrete is a low-maintenance floor, with a mainte-

nance pla at uses no dangerous chemicals and doesn’t
releasze WOCs, (Volatile Organic Compounds)

= Increased reflectivity from your Polished Concrate floor often
allows owners to reduce lighting or lower wattage and save

ENErgly.

THE BEMEFITS ARE OBVIOUS....NO MORE WAX TO START WITH 1t
During the polishing process an integral densifier is applied, The densifier penetrates the

concrete and is invisible to the naked eve, Densifiers not only protect the concrete but
harden and fortify the surface. This process eliminates the need for a topical coating and
thereby reduces maintenance costs significantly.

Mamy clients are surprised when we tell them haow easy it is to maintain their floor,
Acgain, the need for wax s eliminated with a fully polished floor, In some facilities we do

recomimend a stain guard, These easy to apply products help provide an added bevel of
protection against comman contaminants, Ask us for a recom mendation in your facility!

CAN ALL CONCRETE BE POLISHED?

Alrmost any structurally sound concrete floor, whether new or old, can be

polished, But there are some exceptions. For new floors we recommend specific mix desiagn
pararmeters to achieve good results. Your concrete floor should be in place at least 28 days
before polishing begins to ensure adequate curing. (Sometimes heavy grinding is dons

prior toa full 28 day cure time.)

Existing floors typloally require some surface preparation prior to palishing to remove i,
grease, coatings, or blemishes. However, floors that are wavy, nesd extensive patching, or
are extremely porous may not be good candidates for polishing. CC5's experienced estima-

tor can usually determine a floors suitability,

IS POLISHED CONCRETE SLIPPERY?

Kept clean and dry, polished concrete flocrs are generally
no slicker than plain concrete surfaces, And they are less
slippery than waxed VCT, linoleurn or polished markde, But
public facilities that want to provide extra protection
against slip-and-fall accidents can treat polished floors with
anti-slip conditioners, These products contain special
additives designed to improve traction and make wet
surfaces safer. They must be reapplied pericdically, but they
can simply be mopped during routine cleaning.

HOW DO YOU CLEAN & MAINTAIN
POLISHED COMNCRETE?

Althaugh keeping polished concrete shiny requires
minimal effort and expense, some regular care is
MEecessary.

A simple maintenance program of eocasional dusting

ta remave grit and damp mopping with a neutral

cleaner to enhance the shine is required. Somee manufac-
turars s2ll special cleansrs and conditionears for

polished concrete that not only clean the surface, but

also leave behind a dirt-resistant film, These products

can be applied with a mop or auto scrubber and do not
require buffing.
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SELECT FROM AN
ARRAY OF OPTIONS:

If the decision is made ta polish
concrete in advance of the concrete
being poured, thene is a stunning
array of available cptions;

+ Palished Concrete can be enhanced
with a wide variety of dyes to give it colos,
desigrs andpattern work while keeping
the highly reflective surface.

+ Colored aggregate can be applied to
the concrete mix or "seeded” into the top
laver of the mix. The paolishing process will
reveal these aggregate,

+ Integral Colared Concrete works
exceedingly well as a platform for polish-
ing and can produce some amazing
results,

+ Glass can be "seeded” into the mix, The
polishing process will reveal the glass

piecas,

+ Mails, bolts, computer chips, or any other
abjects can be seeded into the mix and
then polished smooth.

« Of course, any of these options can be
combined together orinto a
pattern.
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